Harbour International Newsletter 12/07/2021
At the beginning of the year, I shared my developing art skills and a visual
representation of what our year may look like. There have certainly been
some rough seas - with the most recent of these perhaps having taken
our community by surprise as the waters seemed to be calming.
It is certainly not the end of the year we would have hoped for. Sadly,
some children will not return to class before the end of the year to say
goodbye to their class teacher and friends and there have been members
of our community who have received positive test results. Our thoughts
are with those families as we say goodbye to them digitally and we wish
them luck if they are moving on.
There have been some great times as well this year, despite the
challenges and I have added some slides to showcase some of the
highlights.

Thank you!
As you know, I say goodbye to the Harbour Community this year. From the
moment I started I was welcomed and I feel very lucky to have weathered
out this storm with such an amazing community of kind and caring people children, parents and staff.
Harbour International is a truly special place. Standing on the gate in the
morning, watching children from countries all over the world skip into school,
smiling - keen and eager to learn is my favourite part of the day and will be a
treasured memory. I have lost count of the number of times that adults who
work with our children for the first time, feedback on how amazed they are
by their respectful behaviour, kindness and willingness to try new things.
I wish each family the very best of luck for the future and thank you all
deeply for your support.

We had a great time on Sports Day!

We had a great time on Sports Day!

We went on some school trips and took part in
some workshops!!

Piet left us presents - and some mess to clean
up!

We got stuck in to Maths No Problem and using
resources to develop understanding

Dash and Dot the robots arrived!

Group 7/8 ‘Camp’ Trip
I had the privilege of attending the Group 7 / 8 end of year camp trip which
took place on Thursday and Friday of this week. It was great to see the
children grow in confidence in the space of a few short hours and achieve
things that they did not think they were capable of. The team work and
support they showed each other was a delight to see. There is strong research
which shows that outdoor and adventurous activities have positive impacts
on children including self confidence, motivation and academic attainment even more incentive to incorporate some of these types of activities into your
holiday plans (maybe ones that involve a little less mud though!).
(https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/outdoor-adventure
-learning/)
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‘Shuﬀle Up’ and New Classes
Sadly, we have decided that it would be too much risk to carry out the ‘Shuﬀle Up’ day where
children spend an hour with their new class teachers, due to the current positive cases that there
have been at school and the recent class closures.
Instead the children will carry out some transition lessons on adapting to change. After this, they
will be told their new classes and shown a brief slideshow with a picture and information about
their new teacher. This will take place on Tuesday 13th July.
The process of choosing the class for your child has been a rigorous one, with several of the
professionals in school involved in the process. A variety of factors was taken into account such
as friendships, learning behaviours, EAL, boys and girls - all to ensure that both classes are mixed
and balanced as equally as possible. For this reason the class your child is in can not be changed.
You will receive an email tomorrow with the details of which class your child/children are in.

Reminder - End of Term

Please note the dates and times for the end of this term:
End of School Year
School finishes for Groups 1-6 on Thursday 15th July at
12.00pm for Groups 1-3 and 12.15pm for Groups 4-6
Group 7 and 8 Finish on Tuesday 13th July at 3.00pm

Beginning of Term 1 2021

Children return on Tuesday 31st August. The children
can come inside from 8.30 am for a prompt 8.45 am
register.
There is a possibility that due to Corona regulations this
may be changed if so then details will be sent to you
before this date.

Library Helpers - Thank You!
Thank you so much to all the parents who helped out in the
library this past year. Developing a love of reading will be a focus
next year and we would welcome parents to help us with running
the library again.
Thank you to - Ky - Mars’ Dad, Pooja - Rinaan’s Mum and Sabrina Diletta’s mum.

Get to Know the Netherlands- Staycation Ideas

Yvette Ross, a Parent Support Group member and parent of
children in Group 4 and 6, has made this amazing guide to the
Netherlands to help give you inspiration for the Summer
holidays whilst having interesting facts and information on the
diﬀerent regions.
Staycation 2021

Swim Club
Please see below an advert for the Blue Marlins Swim Team:
Do you like swimming? Do you want to get even better, but also faster? When you get your B-diploma
you can join our Blue Marlins Swim Academy. In the academy you will be prepared to join the swim
team and compete in competition when you are older. In this process the goal is to learn a lot and
have a lot of fun while doing it! In groups of 8 swimmers you will learn all the basic skills of each
competition stroke, and all under guidance of enthusiastic and experienced coaches. Every season we
organize small and unoﬀicial competitions and events, where fun is number 1 and swimmers can get
know what a competition is all about. And everybody can come watch. Along the way you will earn
diplomas by developing yourself. Will you become our new Blue Marlins? Check our website for more
information at www.blue-marlins.nl/the-academy and book your free trial session!

