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There have been lots of smiling faces at the gate in the 
morning! It has been great having all the children back 
in school and to be able to really focus on learning. 

This newsletter is filled with lots of important 
information so please take your time to read through it.



Reports
The teachers are currently busy beginning the end of year reports for your children. We have 
altered the format somewhat to account for the fact that there has been only four weeks of 
non-disrupted teaching since the last report.  This year the reports will be sent to you digitally 
via email.

The dates are as follows:

Upper School (Groups 4-8): Reports will be emailed home on June 30th

Lower School (Groups 1-3): Reports will be emailed home on 7th July

There will be an opportunity to discuss your child’s report via Zoom, should you wish to. 
Details will be sent by your class teacher nearer the time.



School Fees

Next academic year 2020-2021 the school fees will be 3750 Euros. This is an increase of 150 Euros per year.

The reasons for this rise are:

1. ICT specialist teaching
2. Increased investment in Mathematics teaching
3. To ensure that the quality of education can be maintained should there be a fall in student numbers due to 

the Covid crisis.

Despite this raise in school fees, we still have the lowest fees within the Dutch International Primary Schools by 
some margin and we believe that it is important to invest in the school and its further development to ensure we 
provide the best quality education. Further details on the above  points are covered in the following slides.



School Fees: ICT specialist Teaching

Our mission states that we will: encourage children to develop into an internationally minded 
citizen of the 21st century

We believe that children of the 21st century will need to be highly skilled and confident in the area 
of  Information and Communication Technology.  We have therefore invested in a specialist teacher 
who has up-to-date knowledge of applications and programmes that can help children learn ever 
changing ICT skills such as coding through a variety of platforms such as Scratch and Raspberry 
Pi’s. Children across the school will have at least 45 minutes to 1 hour dedicated ICT time, where 
following a specially designed curriculum, they will learn how to master different elements of 
computing.



School Fees:  Mathematics Training and Resources

The academic year 2020 -2021, the school will adopt a Maths Scheme used in the UK and across the 
world called: ‘Maths No Problem’. This scheme is based around the world renowned Singapore 
Mathematics method and was the first scheme using this approach to be approved by the UK 
Department of Education.

The approach needs training for our teachers and investment in a large amount of resources. 

The employment of an ICT specialist teacher allows the teachers time to plan and develop their 
understanding of the maths approach with their partner teacher within the year group  and 
therefore deliver the best lessons.



Staffing Changes

We are very sad to be saying goodbye to two teachers at the end of this academic 
year.

Maarten is going to teach in Kazakhstan and Laura is going to America to be an Au 
Pair whilst carrying out some further studies.  Although we will miss them and the 
positive impact that they have on the children at Harbour, we are also excited 
about the next steps in their careers.

To replace them,  Aley Manning who is covering Joanie’s maternity leave, will 
become a permanent member of the team and we have employed an additional 
teacher from the UK - Eleanor Babbs. 



Parent’s Survey Results
Thank you to all those parents who filled in the survey a few months ago. It was reassuring to 
read that the responses were overwhelmingly positive with nothing below 3.1 out of 4. Some 
scores were as high as 3.8 such as how we individualise our curriculum and how well the 
teachers know their students.

One of the lowest scores was the building with a particular focus on the toilets. The toilets are 
also a key issue for the children.  Since the survey, new toilet seats have been fitted and they 
have undergone a steam clean. There will also be a further deep clean in the summer.  This will 
be an issue for the school council to try and solve too, to ensure that the children who use the 
toilets do so hygienically and responsibly, leaving them clean for the next person. 

As you aware, there is a proposal in place for a new site and the feasibility study for this is due in 
the Autumn of this year.



Children’s Survey Results
Again this was overwhelmingly positive, and with the exception of the toilets, no score was 
below 3.1. Many scores were as high as 3.8 - children enjoy their learning, the individual 
feedback and their interactions with teachers. They also feel safe at school.

The areas with lower values were paying attention to different cultures and religions (3.2 out 
of 4 - so still overall very positive) and parental involvement in school life (3.1 out of 4).

Staff have begun discussing how we can better celebrate and recognise the vibrant mix of 
cultures and nationalities we have in school and how we can do that with the support of you 
- the parents. If you have any ideas or thoughts in this area then please send me an email: 
jennys@harbouribsr.nl



Library Book Bags
There are still 49 book bags that need returning to school!

Please can you ensure they are returned to us as soon as 
possible.

Please check your home for any ORT or library books and 
return them as soon as possible as well.



End of Term Thursday July 16th 12.00pm

Please take note of the early finish time on Thursday 
July 16th. The school will close at 12.00pm.


